URGENT ATTENTION:
May 12 2004
To:

S Shiva Kumar, 

Director, Impact Assessments, 

Union Ministry of Environment and Forests, 

Paryavaran Bhavan, CGO Complex, 

Lodi Road, New Delhi 110 003

Sub: Environment & Forest clearance and EIA of Allain Duhangan HEP (ADP) 

in violation of norms and notifications

Dear Sir,

This is with reference to the Environmental and Forest clearance (state and central level) given in violation of legal norms and notifications and based on outdated and incomplete EIA and EMP. Below I am briefly listing the chronology of events in this regard:

1993-4: Original Environmental Study conducted

March 31 1996: In principle Techno Economic Clearance given by CEA

March 21 and April 1, 1997 DFO certifies that the project will have no wildlife impacts (PROVED TO BE UNTRUE ALREADY AS PER THE ESIA (ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT) DATED DECEMBER 2003)
Dec 15 1999: Application to MEF for clearance of 58.16 Ha of forestland

Dec. 12 2000: Environmental clearance given on the basis of an earlier EIA

Oct 18 2002: Clearance for diversion of 32 Ha forestland given

Oct 23 2003: Affected people write to IFC/ WB about violations of IFC guidelines in ADP

Oct 30 2003: SANDRP, MATU and Navrachna write to IFC/ WB about concerns on ADP

Nov 21 2003: SANDRP and MATU write to IFC/ WB with main points of critique of ESIA

Dec 2003: Huge Boulders fall on the people of affected villages from the road building for the project, people write to WB to stop work, they get the work stopped
Jan 6 2004: Public hearing in Jagatsukh village, rejected by the people as people were not given full Hindi translations of the ESIA

Jan 11 2004: Trees in unmarked forest area felled by the labourers. People of Jagatsukh stop such works.

Feb 2004: Full Hindi translation of ESIA made available to affected people

Feb 2004: IFC accepts to have the public hearing conducted by independent panel acceptable to affected people.

April 2004: Meetings held in affected villages by independent facilitators to explain the ESIA to people.

May 11 2004: Independent facilitators recommend further meetings, completing the incomplete ESIA, removal of ESIA fundamental flaws, postponement of public hearing till all this is achieved.

May 20-21: Public hearing to be held in Prini and Jagatsukh villages respectively

So for a project on which work is yet to start in May 2004, 

· the Environmental clearance was given in December 2000 based on a faulty, incomplete and outdated EIA based on 1993 base line surveys. The project has not followed the 1997 notifications under which public hearings are necessary to be conducted by Pollution Control Board. No such public hearing has taken place so far.

· Eleven years down the line the project parameters have been changed, the environmental norms and legal notifications have changed and also impacts have significantly changed. 

· A certificate of “no wildlife impacts” was given in 1997, when base line surveys were yet not done. The current ESIA shows that the project will certainly have impacts on wildlife. 

· A Forest clearance was given in October 2002, based on wrong information about number of trees to be felled and as shown by current figures, the number of trees to be felled has gone up significantly. In any case, the conditions under which forest clearance was given stands violated today. 

Under the circumstances, we request you to:

· Revoke the Environmental, Wildlife and Forest clearance given for the project.
· Require that the project follow the clearance norms existing now for seven years, as work on project is yet to start and project authorities (Rajasthan Spinning & Weaving Mills Limited, Corporate office: Bhilwara Towers, A-12, Sector-1, PB No 185, Noida 201 301, NCR-Delhi, Ph: 91 120 254 1810; Fax: 91 120 253 1648; Email: molfin@lnjb.com, Project office: Allain Duhangan Hydroelectric Project, C/o Suyaru Rana, Village Prini (Opposite : Hamta View Hotel), Tehsil Manali, Dist: Kullu, Telephone: 01902-251798) should be required to start that process.

One of the most important issues that the affected people are concerned about is the diversion of the whole Duhangan River to Allain River (both are tributaries of Beas River) for generation of power. This the people find acceptable and have been asking that there can be separate power projects on the two streams so that the whole river do not have to be diverted. We would also like your response on this. We can send you the relevant letters from the affected people if necessary. 

I am attaching SANDRP’s critique (also available in Hindi, let us know if you would like to have it) of the ESIA of the project, as it will give you more information about the project and its process. Do let us know if you have any questions. 

Thanking you with best wishes we will look forward to your early response,

Yours Sincerely,

Himanshu Thakkar

South Asia Network on Dams, Rivers & People (SANDRP)

53-B, AD block, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi 110 088, cwaterp@vsnl.com 

CC:

To:

Chairman,

Himachal Pradesh State Pollution Control Board

Paryavaran Bhawan, Phase III New Shimla -171 009

Himachal Pradesh

To:

Shri Sanjeev Gupta,

Chairman-cum-Secretary (S&T), State Level Environment Impact Assessment & Monitoring Committee, Govt of Himachal Pradesh,

State Council for Science, Technology and Environment,

34, SDA Complex, KASUMPTI,

Shimla 171 009

Himachal Pradesh

To:

Vidya Stokes, 

Power Minister, Govt of HP, 

Secretariat, Shimla-2, HP, 

Tel: 0177-2622464

To:

Shri Chander Kumar, 

Forest Minister, Govt of HP, 

Secretariat, Shimla-2, HP, 

Tel: 0177-2621002

To:

Chairman, HPSEB, 

Vidyut Bhavan, Shimla 171004, HP 

Tel: 0177-2813563 

